SOVIET UNDERSTANDING

highly paid workers, and gradually among the entire
population. Then again, the motor car will gradually
fill the streets of the cities and millions of families will
own cars, just as they do in America. In every material
way, life will become very similar to life in the
capitalist world. All that will be lacking will be
capitalism itself.

Barring war, I regard these events as virtual cer-
tainties for the future. What do they imply with
regard to our historical perspectives? In the first place,
they mean that our universe of discourse, with regard
to the Left and Right Wing conflict, will be lifted to a
higher plane. Then will emerge into the light of day
the basic questions of the philosophy of life, the
Marxian view of freedom, and the relation between the
economic structure of society and man's ethical ideas.
Then, inescapably, will appear the inadequacy of our
Western Weltanschauung, our way of looking at the
world. Then it will become clear that revolution is no
mere question of a violent change of government but
a funclamental readaptation, not merely of the
machinery but of the spirit of living, to a new historical
situation.
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